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ABOUT THE CONFERENCE

DATE AND VENUE
The conference will be held from 24-26 June 2008 at the Bellvista Lodge, University of 
Stellenbosch Business School, Bellville Campus, Cape Town.

THEME
Sacred and Secret Heritage:  the diversity and sensitivities of African cultural traditions.

THEME INFORMATION
Protocols and guidelines regarding the research and presentation of sacred heritage provided for 
heated debate at the 2007 SAMA Conference.  We feel that this is a serious topic worthy of further 
informed consideration.  “Religious heritage and sacred places” is also the theme of the 
International Council of Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) in 2008.  The conference theme should 
be considered within the context of the International Council of Museums’ (ICOM) theme for 2008, 
“Museums as agents of social change and development”.  This year’s conference includes a 
special ICOM session on diversity and the role of museums, which resonates with the conference 
theme.

In a society that has a multitude of religions and sacred sites it is appropriate that South African 
Museums consider the implications this has for their work.  Religious and sacred heritage include:

•Religious and sacred built heritage,
•Religious and sacred archives and collections,
•Religious and sacred rituals and practices (intangible heritage),
•Religious and sacred music (living heritage), and
•Religious and sacred sites and landscapes.

continued on next  page…
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ABOUT THE CONFERENCE (continued…)

In discussing this theme, the meaning of sacred and religious in South African culture needs to 
be considered as well as the role that museums should and can play in preserving this heritage.  
Established religions may be fairly well represented, but integrating new forms of spirituality as 
well as the spiritual significance acquired by sites associated with political and social events are 
new challenges for the heritage sector.

Not all sacred rituals are secret, but the protection of these rituals as part of a shared heritage 
poses an ethical dilemma for museums.  As a means of preservation and interpretation, 
museums represent the intangible in tangible terms.  So how do museums, with the remit of 
promoting and portraying diversity, represent sacred and religious practices while respecting 
codes of secrecy and notions of exclusivity?

ICOM-SA Special Session
Diversity and the role of museums

In a runaway globalising world that is caught between the challenge of natural and cultural 
diversity and the relentless drive towards homogeneity museums have become one of the key 
institutions and instruments which both promote diversity as well as preserve and accommodate 
in its exhibits and public displays a plethora of identifies.  Diversity and identities are central 
themes of ICOM's vision for the present and the future, and one that is increasingly seen as 
central to social, economic and technological development of humankind.  This idea of the link 
between culture, diversity, development and the advancement of technology in the service of 
human progress has been a central idea of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO, to which ICOM is associated) and endorsed by many 
international and multilateral organisations as well as members of the United Nations.  It is also 
a central pillar of our constitution.

continued on next  page…

���������	�
��
�����������	�
��
�����������	�
��
�����������	�
��
��

· Introduction

· About the conference

· Date and Venue

· Theme

· Theme Information

· ICOM-SA Special Session

· Novice Speakers Competition

· Conference Proceedings

· Registration Fees

· Who should attend?

· Pre& Post Conference tours

· General Information

· Accommodation

· Transport

· Conference Venue

· Location

· Conference Committee

•Contact Information

•Provisional Programme

•Invitation to Professor Segger 
Seminar, 27 June 2008 – No 
Charge



ABOUT THE CONFERENCE (continued…)

Beyond the well meaning clauses and phrases in many documents, charters and constitutions very 
little is understood in empirical terms or its theoretical underpinnings for cultural institutions such as 
museums, especially in South Africa.  Indeed definitions of diversity are vague and need 
conceptual clarification and empirical and experiential investigation.  One common understanding 
of diversity in South Africa has been the transformation of representation in museums and other 
cultural institutions.  This has focussed on issues related to exhibits, past disadvantages, of racial 
and ethic representation in a number of ways such as exhibitions, recruitment policies and 
personnel and the types and kinds of research undertaken.  However, apart from these obvious 
aspects there has been no through understanding of diversity and its relationship to social, 
economic, political or scientific development.

ICOMOS-SA Special Section 
Details to follow

NOVICE SPEAKERS COMPETITION
NOVICE SPEAKER THEME: “The Role of Museums in Responding to Social Change”

CALL FOR NOVICE SPEAKERS
The main theme of the conference is Sacred and Secret Heritage: the diversity and sensitivities of 
African cultural traditions while a special session dealing with Diversity and the role of museums will 
be presented by ICOM-SA. Both these themes will be discussed against the background of ICOM’s 
International Museums Day theme for 2008: Museums as agents of social change and 
development.
Museum workers who have been working for two years or less in the museum sector are invited to 
add their voice to this debate on social change, diversity and transformation in the South African 
museum sector by participating in the novice speakers’ competition by presenting a paper of 8 – 10 
minutes on the theme “The Role of Museums in Responding to Social Change”. 
A short description of the intended paper should be submitted before 31 March 2008. This must 
include the title of the paper, the name and institutional affiliation(s) of the author(s), the postal and 
electronic address of the author(s) and an indication if/and what audio visual equipment will be 
required. 
General enquiries - SAMA NATIONAL OFFICE, Email: sama@futurserve.co.za
Tel: (041) 582 2634 or Fax: 086 503 4522
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CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS
The SAMAB is the annual bulletin which consists of papers presented at the conference. The 
bulletin is distributed to all conference participants.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given in terms of section 12.2 of the constitution of the South African Museums 
Association  that the Annual General Meeting of the Association will be held on Thursday, 26 June 
2008 at Bellvista Lodge, University of Stellenbosch Business School, Bellville, Cape Town.
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REGISTRATION FEES
Conference fees include the full conference package which is inclusive of two teas and lunch, but 
EXCLUDES accommodation, breakfast, dinner and transport.

Early Bird Rates (applicable to payments received before 9 May 2008)

•SAMA/ICOM SA members R1 300
•NON SAMA/ICOM SA members R1 600

Conference Rates (applicable to payments received after 9 May 2008)

•SAMA/ICOM SA members R1 500
•NON SAMA/ICOM SA members R1 800

•Daily Rates R    500

All prices are inclusive of VAT

To complete your registration form follow the link:  http://www.samaweb.org.za/docs/regis.doc

All communications concerning registration should be sent directly to the conference secretariat.

SAMA National Office
Phone:  041 582 2634
Fax:  086 503 4522
Email:  sama@futurserve.co.za
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WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
Museum professionals, researchers, academics and all those associated with museums.

PRE AND POST CONFERENCE TOURS
The organizers are planning pre and post conference sightseeing tours to local places of interest.  

The cost of the tours are not included in the conference fee.  For further information on the tours 
please contact:  Catherine Snel on email hgm@taalmuseum.co.za

GENERAL INFORMATION
Accommodation
A list of suitable accommodation has been provided, please request this from 
sama@futurserve.co.za, alternatively contact the local tourism office Doreah and Yolandy (Tel: 
021 915 4080 and email: doreah@tourismcapetown.co.za) they can also arrange for shuttles and 
work out and provide quotations for additional tours, e.g. wine tours. (Stellenbosch is not the sole 
wine destination in Cape Town, the Durbanville Winelands is just 10 minutes drive away from the 
conference venue).

Transport
The closest airport is the Cape Town International Airport approximately 15 km from the conference 
venue.  Please contact Shuttle Excellence:  Tel:  021 462 0272 Cell:  082 360 9956.

Conference Venue
The Bellville Park Campus offers excellent conference facilities. There are 11 venues, 
accommodating between 40 and 150 people, as well as 20 break-away rooms for 6 to 20 people. 
All facilities are equipped with the latest audio-visual equipment. Just a few steps away is the state-
of-the-art electronic and print-medium information centre, USBI, which provides access to 
worldwide information and other services. http://www.usb.sun.ac.za/bellvista/default.htm

Location
Bellvista is within walking distance from the Tyger Valley Centre and the fast-developing Tygerberg
business district. It is 20 km from Cape Town, 15 km from Cape Town International Airport and 10 
km from Century City. 
The Waterfront, Cape Point, Table Mountain, Robben Island, Kirstenbosch, the Castle, Grand West 
Casino, the Cape beaches and the city of Cape Town are a few of the many attractions within a 
radius of 60 km from Bellvista.
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CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

Convenor:
Robert Luyt

Local Organising Committee:
Catherine Snel
Caroline Wintein
Cathy Salter-Jansen
Cecilene Muller
Leon Vorster
Lindsay Hooper
Paul October 
Pieter Schoonees

Programme Committee:
Dr Helene Vollgraaff, Independent Museum Consultant - Programme Manager
Vusi Buthelezi, Western Cape Department of Cultural Affairs and Sport - SAMA Council Representative
Lindsay Hooper, Iziko Museums of Cape Town - SAMA Western Cape Representative
Dr Shahid Vawda, University of Kwazulu-Natal - ICOM-SA Representative
Beverley Crouts-Knipe, SAHRA Western Cape - ICOMOS-SA Representative
Medee Rall, University of Cape Town – SAACS Representative
Prof Crain Soudien, University of Cape Town - Additional member
Dr Sarah Wurz, Iziko Museums of Cape Town - Additional member
Dr Gerald Klinghardt, Iziko Museums of Cape Town –Additional member

National Office:
Dagmar Hudek

CONTACT INFORMATION
South African Museums Association
P O Box 12413
Centrahil
6006
South Africa
Tel:  041 582 2634
Fax:  086 503 4522
Email:  sama@futurserve.co.za
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SOUTH AFRICAN MUSEUMS ASSOCIATION
72nd Annual National Conference 2008

SACRED AND SECRET HERITAGE:
THE DIVERSITY AND SENSITIVITIES OF AFRICAN CULTURAL  TRADITIONS

Provisional programme

Monday, 23 June 2008
16:00-17:00 SAMA Western Cape Annual General Meeting
Iziko South African Museum, Queen Victoria Street, Cape Town (Green Room)

Tuesday, 24 June 2008

8:00 Registration

9:00 SAMA Presidential Address
Beverley Thomas

9:30 Keynote speaker: Prof Martin Segger, University of Victoria B.C. Canada
Title to be confirmed

10:15 Tea

Session 1: Spirit of Representation
Chair:
Discussant:  Dr Rayda Becker, Artworks Office, Parl iament of South Africa

10:45 Paul Weinberg, independent photographer
The Moving Spirit

11:30 Dr Helene Vollgraaff, independent consultant
Depicting religions: The Iziko Bo-Kaap Museum as case study

11:50 Dr Muhammed Haron, University of Botswana
Dr Nortiers ‘Cape Malay’ Museum in Malaysia: A Question of Representation



12:10 Prof Pattabi Raman, University of the Free State
Displacement, Display and Disregard for the Sacred

12:30 Discussant

Discussion

13:00 Lunch

Session 2: Identity and Sacred Heritage
Chair:
Discussant:

14:00 Dr Sarah Wurz & Petro Keene, Iziko Museums of Cape Town
Rock Art and Sacred Identity

14:20 Shea Albert, South African Jewish Museum
Culture among Cultures: Jewish Heritage through the SA Jewish Museum

14:40 Dr Gerald Klinghardt, Iziko Museums of Cape Town
Sacred heritage and the politics of similarity

15:00 Lefa Mokoena, ICASA
Title to be confirmed

15:20 Discussion

15:50 Tea

Session 3: Novice Speakers’ Competition 
Chair:

16:15 Nomonde Sibawu, Albany Museum
Development in hand with heritage

16:25 Novice 2

16:35 Novice 3



Special Information Session:  SAHRA

16:45-17:15 (notice to follow – deals with financial resources to keep important cultural objects in SA)

Wednesday, 25 June 2008

Session 4: Living Cultures
Chair:  Rochelle Keene, Adler Museum of Medicine
Discussant:

9:00 Nhlanhla Mkulisi, Msunduzi/Voortrekker Museum
Religious and sacred rituals and practises

9:20 Ras Mpho Molapisi, Albany Museum
Rastafari, a way of life: Debunking the stigma and a critical analysis of the movement

10:40 Discussion

10:15 Tea

Session 5: ICOM-SA Special session
Diversity and the role of museums
Chair:
Discussant:

10:45 ICOM-SA Presidential address
Prof Jatti Bredekamp

11:05 Keynote address: Prof Kurt Dewhurst, Professor of English Literature and Chairperson of the Michigan State University 
Museums; Dr Masha McDowell, Curator of the Michigan State University & Dr Ndyiane, Curator at the Smithsonian 
Institute, Washington DC.
Cultivating Connectivity: Moving Toward Inclusive Excellence in Museums

11:40 Valmont Layne, independent heritage practitioner & Brett Pyper, CEO of the ABSA Klein Karoo National Arts Festival
Towards a new Afrikaans cultural sphere:  Reflections on the !Gharob Kuierplek at the Klein Karoo National Arts 
Festival

12:00 Dr Jillian Carman, University of the Witwatersrand
Recreating identities in the archive and the museum

12:20 Prof Paula Girshick, Indiana University
Turning Objects Into Art



12:40 Discussion

13:10 Lunch

Session 6: Diversity and the role of museums contin ue
Chair:  Jaline de Villiers, Western Cape Museum Ser vice
Discussant:

14:00 Bongani Ndhlovu, Msunduzi/Voortrekker Museum
“The past through the words of the researcher and his sources: an un/biased perspective?”

14:20 Dr Fran Buntman, The George Washington University & Barbara Buntman, University of the 
Witwatersrand
Pretoria’s “Old Synagogue”: recognizing the pasts, exploring the futures

14:40 Paul Tichmann, Luthuli Museum
The Luthuli Site: “The spirit is a greater human force than the flesh”

15:00 Discussion

15:30: Tea

16:00 – 17:00 ICOM-SA Annual General Meeting

Thursday, 26 June 2008

Session 7: ICOMOS-SA Special session
Chair:  
Discussant:  

9:00 Speakers to be confirmed

10:30 Tea

Session 8: Sacred sites
Chair:
Discussant:

11:00 Elize Becker, Independent heritage practitioner
The conservation and protection of a Shembe Church Sacred Landscape Site



11:20 Fleur Way-Jones, Albany Museum
Isolation as a factor in mission history

11:40 Jesmael Mataga National University of Lesotho
Of Resistance, myths and legends: Museums and spiritual heritage in Zimbabwe

12:00 Prof Sabine Marschall, University of KwaZulu-Natal
The Blood River Museum: Sacred site for some

12:20 Dalifa Ngobese, Ncome Museum
A contestation of the place and space: a contribution to the protection of the Indigenous sacred sites of the Eastern 
Free State

12:40 Discussion

13:10 Lunch

14:10 – 15:10 SAMA AGM

Session 9: Towards Guidelines
Facilitator:  Prof Crain Soudien, University of Cap e Town

15:40 - 17:00  Panel discussion by session discussants 

19:00 Conference dinner



South African Association of Canadian Studies (SAAC S) Seminar

Bringing together academe, public heritage and museums: 
the Cultural Resources Collaboration Project in British Columbia, Canada

Prof Martin Segger

SAACS invites SAMA 2008 delegates and other interested parties to attend the 
seminar by Prof Martin Segger of the University of Victoria, Canada and President 

of the Commonwealth Association of Museums. 

Venue: African Studies Gallery, University of Cape Town
Date: 27 June 2008
Time: 10:00 – 12:00

RSVP by 20 June 2008 to mail: ems@ched.uct.ac.za, tel: 021 650 2888 or fax: 
021 650 2893

For more information contact Medee at Medee.Rall@uct.ac.za


